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Calendar of Events  

October, 2010 

  

Hello fellow MEHA members: 

 

Having just returned from a very successful MEHA Fall conference I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all the participants, 

speakers and MEHA members that made such a great MEHA Fall 

conference possible.   

 

It was great to drive along the Minnesota River to Mankato and 

watch a beautiful sunrise on my way to the conference.  It was also 

great to visit with our fellow MEHA members and see a vibrant 

growing organization.  I was not only impressed with the great turn-

out but with the speakers. I was especially impressed with Doctor 

Renae Reinardy, Psy.D,LP and her wonderful presentation on the 

ñPsychological Aspects of Compulsive Hoarding Behaviorò, and with 

ñEgg Recallò presentation by Jennifer M. Stephes and Ben Miller of 

the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. 

 

As the Fall colors and shorter days are now the new norm for many 

of us, the fall season brings welcome changes in our daily routines. 

As the hectic summer work season slows, consider the following op-

portunities for professional growth and networking that are available 

this fall and winter. 

Conferences, seminars, and events 
 

October 28, 2010  
Environmental Health Specialist/Sanitarian Registration exam, St. 

Paul. Deadline for application is August 15, 2010. Visit 

www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/san/index.htm for information. 

November 9, 2010 
Minnesota Food Code Rule Revision Advisory Committee, 12:30 - 

3:00 p.m., MDH Orville L. Freeman Building, Room B108, St. Paul. 

Visit www.health.state.mn.us for information. 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/san/index.htm
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/food/code/2009revision/index.html


November 12, 2010 
MN Recreational Water Advisory Committee, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., location TBA. Contact 

Bill Deneen, P.E. at wgdeneen@usaquaticsinc.com or 763-972-5897 for information. 

November 18, 2010 
InterAgency Review Council, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., MDH Snelling Office Park, Red River 

Room, St. Paul. (directions). Contact David Kaufman at david.kaufman@state.mn.us or 218-

308-2113 for information. 

November 18, 2010 
Cross Connection Control Training, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Valley View Golf Course, Belle 

Plaine. Contact Minnesota Rural Water Association at 800-637-6792. 

 

Take advantage of these great opportunities to learn about emerging issues in the environmental 

health field, and network with environmental health professionals and MEHA colleagues. 

  

 

MEHA Board Activity 
  

The MEHA Executive Board set some ambitious goals this year some of which include to in-

crease awareness of MEHA and its activities, to promote our role as educators, consultants and 

experts, to educate the public, policy makers and other professionals  about environmental 

health, and the role of environmental health specialists, and support active student environ-

mental health associations.  As part of this efforts, MEHA is in the process of updating and up-

grading its website and it is also present in Facebook.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

encourage you to visit these sites and provide us with your valuable feedback, and to get in-

volved with MEHA. 

 

Our Success is Your Success, 

Robert Servian 

 

 

Mentor  a School of Public Health Student at the U of M  
 

As a public health professional, can help build the next generation of  
public health leaders by mentoring a current student.   The School of  
Public Health (SPH) Mentor Program has over 150 eager students looking 
for a mentor for the 2010-2011 academic school year and we invite you to  
participate.  The commitment is one to two...  
 
Contact:  Michelle Lian-Anderson | 612-626-5536 | phmentor@umn.edu  
Web site:  http://www.sph.umn.edu/mentor  

mailto:wgdeneen@usaquaticsinc.com
http://www.health.state.mn.us/about/sop.html
mailto:david.kaufman@state.mn.us
mailto:phmentor@umn.edu
http://www.sph.umn.edu/mentor


NEHA Region 4 Update 

 
Making the AEC Better and Better! 
 

Each time we attend a conference, we are asked to fill out an evaluation. I want you to know 

that those evaluations are studied, and they are used to make the next AEC one that you will 

enjoy and value even more than the last one. 

 

Lessons Learned 

 

¶ First one is no surprise ï our people thrive on fellowship!  We will be providing even 

more fellowship opportunities at the next AEC in Ohio. 

¶ Our members would appreciate it if the sessions were designated as either basic or     

advanced. 

¶ Our first crack at Return on Investment was largely successful.  Most members thought 

their money had been well spent.  We will continue to improve ROI. 

¶ Most members continue to get their CEUs through conferences ï only 10% get their   

CE online. 

¶ FOOD!  Food is good. More food. 

¶ The Learning Labs need work.  We are revamping the way educational sessions are put 

together from bottom to top.  Look for big improvements. 

¶ Attendees like to go to appealing destination cities for conferences.  Probably no       

surprise there. 

¶ The small number of people who used the virtual AEC platform loved it.  Weôll enhance 

everyoneôs experience if we can get more folks to use it. 

 

You can bet that youôll see changes as we put the Columbus AEC together.  

Remember June 18-20 of 2011! 

 

NEHA Position Paper on the Gulf Oil Spill 
 

On Page 5 of the Journal of Environmental Healthôs September 2010 edition, youôll see a posi-

tion paper from NEHA on the Gulf oil spill.  This is a big deal for us, and is considered care-

fully.  It is our way of getting the opinions of the scientists in the EH field (us!) considered 

when our society responds to the crisis engendered by its need for fossil fuel. 

 

As always, let me know of your events, thoughts about where we should be going as a  

profession.  Iôm at keith.johnson@custerhealth.com .  Iôd like to hear from you. 

 

Keith Johnson, R.S. 

Region 4 VP 

Minnesota Environmental Health Association  
www.MEHAonline.org  

mailto:keith.johnson@custerhealth.com




Minnesota Environmental Health Association  
www.MEHAonline.org  

Award Nominations for 2011ï Start Planning Now! 

 
Being nominated for an award by ones peers can be most satisfying.  Show 

your colleagues that their important achievements are appreciated!  Who do 

you know that deserves special recognition?  Help us find those individuals 

that exemplify the Environmental Health profession.  MEHA will be accept-

ing nominations for awards throughout the 

remainder of the year, including a Frank A. 

Staffenson Environmental Health Profes-

sional of the Year Award, an Emerging  

Professional Award, and Merit Awards.   

 

Information about the awards can be found 

at http://www.mehaonline.org/awards.htm    

 

Contact Frank Sedzielarz, MEHA Awards 

Committee Chair, at sedz0002@umn.edu  if 

you have any questions. 

MEHA Membership By Type of Employer 
April 5, 2010 
 
Type of Employer             Number 
County                            89 
Minn. Dept. Health           76 
City                                60 
Industry                          36 
Retired                           27 
Student                          23 
College, university           16 
Other state agency          13 
Medical                            7 
Federal                            3 
Military                            1 
Other                              1 
 


