
 

 MEHA Winter Education Conference 
January 30, 2024 

Earle Brown Heritage Center-Carriage Hall 
6155 Earle Brown Dr.  

      Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 
 

                  Tuesday, January 30th 

7:45 – 
8:30 am 

Registration and Networking 

8:30 – 
8:50 am 

Welcome, Announcements, & Committee Introductions 
Jessica Jutz 

MEHA President 

8:50 – 
9:40 am 

Manufactured Home Park Collaborative: Building a Community of Compliance 
Claire Knocke and Kurtis Williams 

Olmsted County and Riverstone Communities 

9:40-
10:20am 

BREAK and Poster Presentations 
Check out exciting environmental and public health research from students 

10:20 – 
11:10 am 

Pathogen Prevention in Groundwater Wells 
Anita Anderson 

Minnesota Department of Health 

11:10 – 
12:00 pm 

Highlights from the 2023 World Aquatic Health Conference 
 Laura Suppes, Ph.D. 

UW Eau Claire 

12:00 – 
1:00 pm 

LUNCH 
Carriage Hall Side B 

1:00 – 
1:10 pm 

Presentation of Scholarships 
Caitlyn Laudenbach and Ryan Lee  

MEHA Scholarship Committee 

1:10 – 
2:00 pm  

In the Weeds: the past, present, and future of cannabis regulation in Minnesota and the US 
Ben Miller, Ph.D. 

The Acheson Group, LLC 

2:00 – 
2:50 pm 

MDA Microbiology Laboratory Testing 
Matt Forstner  

MDA 

2:50 – 
3:20 pm 

BREAK 

3:20 –  
4:10 pm 

Skin lightening, Mercury, and Health Impacts in Minnesota 
Jessica Nelson, Ph.D. and Fathi Ahmed 

Minnesota Department of Health 

 

                        Join us for a networking happy hour!  Food will be provided. 
                        Forgotten Star Brewing Co. 

                   38 Northern Stacks Dr. Fridley, MN 55421 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Speakers 
 

 

Fathi Ahmed 
Program Manager 
Minnesota Department of Health 
(651) 201-4822 
Fathi.ahmed@state.mn.us 
 
Anita Anderson, P.E. 
Principal Engineer 
Minnesota Department of Health 
(218) 302-6143 
Anita.c.anderson@state.mn.us 
 
Matthew J. Forstner 
Microbiology Unit Supervisor 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(651) 201-6568 
Matthew.forstner@state.mn.us 
 
Claire Knocke, MS, MA, REHS 
Environmental Health Specialist 
Olmsted County Public Health Services 
(507) 328-7430 
Claire.knocke@OlmstedCounty.gov 
 
Jessica Nelson, Ph.D., MPH 
Program Director 
Minnesota Department of Health 
(651) 201-3610 
Jessica.nelson@state.mn.us 
 
 

Ben Miller, Ph.D., MPH 
EVP of Regulatory and Scientific Affairs 
The Acheson Group LLC 
(507) 703-1885 
Ben.miller@achesongroup.com 
 
Laura M. Suppes, Ph.D., MPH, REHS 
Associate Professor 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
(715) 836-5977 
suppeslm@uwec.edu 
 
Kurtis Williams 
Regional Manager 
Riverstone Communities 
(248) 988-8845 Ext. 136 
kwilliams@rivstone.com 
 
Poster Presenters- UW Eau Claire Students 
 
Alexis Boehm: Ventilation Testing and Filter Box 
Construction at the UWEC Children’s Nature Academy 
 
Josh Hanna and Madeline Martin: Comparison of 
Total and Fecal Coliform Contamination in Wisconsin 
 
Sydney McGuine, Ivan San, and Caitlin Patrick: 
Evaluating Cleanliness of Swimmer Equipment 
 
Lydia Przytulski and Heidi Gunderson: Comparing 
Lead Levels on the UW-Eau Claire Campus 
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